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The condition of the national highways im Albania is in a very poor con~ 
dition; they are rarely ropaired cua to lack of materials, specialized 

labor and financial means, By contrast, the military roads ere not 

neglected. The following notes ara given on two of these: : 


Kukes-Peshkop Military Road: 


1. Bogiming where the Kukes road branches off fron that leading to Yugoslavia, 
the military road was constructed along the original cart road, which passes 
through the recias of Gostila am! i nga, leading to the village of Bicaj. 
From Bicaj it follows the mule triok which passes throuch Kolesjani; and 
turns immediately east from Point i775, and » Still following the former 
mule track, crosses through the gone of Domene. Skirting alone the eastern 
portion of the villaze of Reske, 1% suosequently branches off from the mule 
track. Following along an old pats, it ascends half-way up the hill with 
@ single turn, until it reaches tho lent howes of tho villazse of Ujmishti, 
end the mule track alongside of whieh ore constructed the houses which form. 
part of that comunity. The military road deacends half-wey dom the hill, 
until it reaches Point Q~343, and crosces the tributary of the Lrin by moans 
of an old bridge. From this bridge on the road nakes use of on old mule 
track which touches upon Buthe and Rrect (2-640); from Skavica it widens 
eastward, and as indicated in Attacment "A", reaches the metal vridse which 
crosses the river Drin. This brid:s, mown as the Doda Bridge, is of the 
American type, "a balestra,” with = width of 5.40 neters, length 56 moters, 
wooden surface and a height of 10 eters fron the water level. The destruc- 
tion of this bridge would close up the road for a long period of time; dus 
to the orographic characteristios of tla terrain, as well as the steadily 
strong current of the river Drin, 1+ would not be possible for twoeway traffic 
to ford the rever over a lenythy period of time. ‘the first portion ef the 
road (Kukes to the Dode bridge) is cut shrouch rocky terrain, and even heavy 
vains would not prevent passare. 


2. The second portion of the road (fro the Doda bridge to Peshkop) is almost 
sntlrely constructed in clayey terrain, with all ite inevitable consequences 
during the rainy season. 
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From the Dode bridge to the Sete River, the read ruts parallel te the Drin 
River, following the western barks st a maximm distance of approximately 
500 meters. ven along this portion of the road it follows the trail of 
old paths or mule tracks; at Point 509 it passes tho Krajenulli i Vardess 
region, and crosses tha Sete River by a metal bridge, a brlestra singole"; 
the bridge is 18 meters long, 5.40 netere wide, wooden surface, 6 neters 
in héight. The destruction of this bridge would cloze up this road only 
during the rainy season; at any other time tho Seta River, in the immediate 
vioinity of the bridge, 1s easily fordable even by heavy objects. To the 
fouth of the rivor, the militar: read follows the mule track which runs 
along the northern periphery of Arrasi, and, following the first hiliy lines 
to the west of the Drin, reaches the UUhuri rogpion. Tt then crosses the 
Urin on a metallie bridge, "a bolostra tipo 'doppio singole,*” it has a 
lsngth of 96 netors, width 3.40 meters, wooden surface, and a height of 

9 meters from the water level. the destruction of this bridge would make 
it oxtremely difficult to cros#t the Drin River, which, even in the dry 
season, has a high water level ani a very strong currertt. 


From the Muhuri bridge the road reaches Peshkopy crossing through the — 
Brezdhan village. 


The military road discussed avova has an average width of $3 meters. The 
road, howevey widens et frequent intervals to permit two-way iraffics 
this of course tukes more timee Along the entire road there is a sover 
of solid gravel of approximately 20 ce:timeters in thickness. Hepnir 
work was completed recently and only in the Deda bridge-~-Peshkop portion 
of the road, dusting the rainy seison, have there been hreaks in the rosd 
due to the clayoy nature of the terrain. 


Berat-Cerevode Military Road: 


Beginning to the east of Berat, che military road is constructed, for the 
first lap, along the terrain of the formerly oxisting secondary read which 
passes through Uznova, to the north of the Osumji Hiver, where it joins 
with the mule track which starts at VYodica, and follows that mule traci 
until it reaches Kula Celos. The road then follews along the path of the 
cart-road passing through Vertopi, and, hugging the north-east banks of the 
Osumt Ryver, trends awey from tho old roadway to touch upon the villages 
ef Bargulleas and Hoval; followin; ths trail of the old Sirak and Vobrusha- 
mule track, it reaches Cerevods. 


The militery read follows an almost level path until it reaches Vertopis 
from this location to Cerevode it cuts through the hills, and is in a 
clayey terrain. For this reason, during the rainy season it is subject 
to landslides and blocking. 


The road, which has a gravel curface of 20 centimeters, is 3,05 meters in 
length; the limited number of crossing points permits only two columns of 
notor vehicles along the entire length of the road (see Attachment 3"). 
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